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All-East/All-State Auditions 
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I.  General Information 
 
 A.  ETVA holds its auditions annually on a designated Saturday in September. 
 
 B.  Auditions will be held in the Middle Area. 
 
 C.  Students will audition for placement in one of three All-East Tennessee Choruses:  Mixed,  
       Women’s, or Men’s, and/or to serve as an accompanist for an All-East Choir. 
 
  1.  Since the Auditions qualify students for both All-East and All-State, a student       
               auditioning to serve as an accompanist, who wishes to sing in an All-State Choir,  
       must also perform a singing audition.  The singing audition is comprised of two  
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                  components:  A) Singing a selected passage from the assigned audition pieces and B)   
                  Sight-reading a short melodic example.  
 
 D.  The exact audition passages for singers will be determined by the Executive Board but will not  
       be released to the students and directors until auditions day. 
 
 E.  The registration process will be in two steps.  Step 1 – schools can register up to 20 students.    
      After this registration step closes it will be determined and announced how many audition slots for 
      each audition room are still available.  Step 2 – schools will then have the opportunity to register 
      additional students for these audition rooms.  Once this registration closes.  These students will be 
      randomly selected to fill the available open slots in their respective audition room.   
 
 F.  Students must be classified as sophomores, juniors, or seniors in their school. 
 
 G.  Ninth grade students are not eligible to audition for the All-East/All-State Choruses. 
 
 H.    Students must be a member of their respective school based ensemble and led by the teacher 
         registering the student for the audition.  
 
 I.  Schools without choral programs may be eligible to register students provided they meet these 
     criteria: 
 
   a.  That school’s institutional activity fee and student’s fees must be paid. 
 
   b.  The student must have a teacher/sponsor who is a member of MENC, TMEA,   
        and ETVA. 
 
   c.  The teacher/sponsor may be a teacher at another school. 
 
   d.  The teacher/sponsor will be responsible for the student’s registration and  
         transportation. 
 
 J.  Home-schooled students may be eligible for auditions provided they meet these criteria: 
 
  1.  The student must be a member of a performing choral ensemble with regularly   
                  scheduled rehearsals. 
 
  2.  The director of the ensemble must be a member in good standing of ETVA. 
 
  3.  All fees must be paid including the institutional activity, director, and registration fees. 
 
 K.  Each student will be auditioned individually by voice part.  The student will be assigned to that 
       same voice part all the way through All-State, should they achieve a high enough score to    
       qualify for All-State. 
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 L.  Students may be asked to sing a different voice part at All-East and/or All-State in order to    
       achieve part balance. 
 
 M.  Audition times will be scheduled every 3 minutes for singers and every 20 minutes for  
        accompanists. 
  
 N.  There will be five judges per vocal section for the singing of the selected vocal passages and    
       two judges per voice part for the sight-reading component.  Three judges will adjudicate the  
       accompanists. 
 
II.  Registration Procedures 
 
 A.  Directors will register their students using an online ETVA web form. (See ETVA calendar for 
       the current year’s registration period.) 
 
 B.  An audition fee and MP3 file fee will be charged for each student registered. (A student     
       auditioning as an accompanist and as a singer will pay two registration fees.) 
 
 C.  You may not register for a specific audition time. Audition times are randomly assigned to  
       students once registration closes. 
 
 D.  Students with school-related conflicting performances/competitions/athletic      
       contests/standardized testing activities may request an early or late time. 
 
  1.  This request must be verified by the choral director and turned in on or before the  
       registration deadline. 
 
  2.  The Executive Board will rule on granting each individual request.  
 
  3.  Approved requests will be scheduled in the order received. 
 
  4.  No student will be considered for a special audition time after the close of registration. 
       THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 
 
 E.  Once a student is assigned an audition time he/she may not change, switch, or substitute that   
       time with another student. 
 
 F.  Each student must be assigned to one of eight voice parts: Soprano I, Soprano II, Alto I, Alto II, 
     Tenor I, Tenor II, Bass I, Bass II, or as an accompanist. 
 
  1.  Students must audition on the part for which they were registered. 
 
  2.  Directors may request that a registered student’s part assignment be reassigned up to 48 
       hours before auditions begin.  After this deadline no part changes will be honored.  
       (Such changes may alter the students previously posted audition time.) 
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  3.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to ensure correct voice part placement when registering 
       online. 
 
  4.  Voice parts will NOT be reassigned on audition day for any reason. 
 
III.  Dropping/Substitution of Student 
 
 A.  Should a registered student drop prior to auditions, notify the Executive Secretary immediately. 
 
 B.  Students of any voice part may be substituted for a dropped student up to 48 hours prior to the 
       beginning of auditions by contacting the Executive Secretary. 
 
 C.  The added student will be assigned a vacant time slot in the schedule which might not be the    
       same time as was assigned to the dropped student. 
 
 D.  If students drop after the 48 hour deadline, please report the drops to the Executive Secretary.  
       However, substitutions will not be allowed. 
 
IV.  Music at Auditions 
 
 A.  Three pieces of music will be selected by the Executive Board as vocal audition pieces; these 
       will be announced in late spring. 
 
  1.  One piece will come from the All-East SATB Chorus, a second piece will come from  
                  the Women’s Chorus, and the third will come from the Men’s Chorus repertoire. 
 
  2.  Each vocal student will audition on two pieces.  Every student will audition on the SATB 
       piece, males will also audition on the Men’s Chorus selection, and females will also  
       audition on the Women’s Chorus selection. 
 
 B.  The most challenging accompanied pieces from the literature of the three All-East Choruses   
       will be used for accompanist auditions and will be announced on the ETVA website. In    
       addition to playing a pieces accompaniment, accompanists will be asked to play voice parts  
       from open score in the accompanist audition pieces. 
 
 C.  It is the responsibility of each school/organization to provide students with the audition   
       selections. 
 
 D.  Any student who uses copied music will be disqualified, unless the director provides the  
       Executive Board and the student with written permission from an appropriate authority to have 
       copies. 
 
  1.  The US Copyright Act allows for copied music to be used in certain circumstances    
       under the “Fair Use” clause.  The most common reason occurs when music has been  
                  backordered; in this instance, proof of order or a note from the distributor should be  
                  provided. 
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V.  Practice MP3 Files 
 
 A.  ETVA will provide each director with MP3 files of the practice tracks for the Audition  
       repertoire.  The files are licensed to burn one (1) copy of the file for each student auditioning. 
       Duplication of more than the exact number of students auditioning from your school  is a  
       copyright violation and is punishable under the US Copyright Act. 
 
 B.  The ETVA Executive Secretary/Treasurer will bill your school for the number of files based  
       upon the number of students registered for auditions from your school. 
 
 C.  The MP3 files will be distributed by the ETVA Executive Secretary in early August. 
 
 
VI.  Audition Procedure 
 
 A.  On arrival at the Audition site a student should report to the designated student check-in table. 
 
 B.  The Check-in table will open at 8:00 a.m. and remain open throughout the audition day. 
 
 C.  Students will be given starting and stopping points in the audition music in the warm-up area. 
 
 D.  Students will be seated in the warm-up room by audition room assignment  and in audition  
       time order. 
 
  1.  The Executive Board may determine to assign any number of voice parts to a particular 
        audition room for efficiency purposes. 
 
  2.  The first 10 students in each voice part will be taken from the warm-up room to their  
                   vocal audition room 10 minutes prior to the start of auditions. 
 
  3.  Once auditions begin a student my be called to audition as much as one hour prior to  
                  their scheduled time. 
 
  4.  Audition times may be delayed as necessary to accommodate the judges in a particular 
       room due to unforeseeable reasons. 
 
   a.  A student who does not hear when they are called and therefore misses their  
        audition time cannot audition without permission from the Executive Board. 
 
   b.  If approved, the student will audition at the end of their sections order. 
 
   c.  The Executive Board may allow a student with extenuating circumstances to  
        audition at the next available break in their audition section’s schedule. 
 E.  Students will be escorted into the judging room for their vocal audition. 
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 F.  An accompaniment CD of the selected audition passages preceded by a lead-in that gives the  
      count with a metronome and the pitch will be used at auditions. 
 
 G.  A Judge will conduct the first entrance of the singer on each of the audition selections. 
 
 H.  Should a student not sing the first note of an excerpt, they should begin singing as soon as    
       possible.  The audition CD will not be restarted. 
 
 I.   After the student leaves the vocal audition room they will be directed to the sight-reading room 
       designated for their voice part. 
  
 J.  On completion of the student’s two audition components, the student is excused to leave  
       the audition site. 
 
VII.  Selection Procedure 
 
 A.  Following a student’s audition, their score cards will be tallied in the tally room. 
 
 B.  The Executive Board will consider the data and decide the cut-off point for each voice part. 
 
 C.  The sizes of the three All-East choruses are not fixed but will vary from year to year based  
       on audition results. 
 
 D.  Students shoes scores are above the cut-off point will be randomly assigned to the All-East  
       SATB Chorus, the Women’s Chorale, or Men’s Chorus.  
 
 E.  Assignment to a chorus following auditions does not guarantee a spot in that chorus.    
       Students must pass the All-East music screening audition to earn their place in the chorus. (See 
       Screening Audition) 
 
 F.  If a school participating in auditions does not have a student place in any of the All-East  
      choruses, the highest audition score from that school will be assigned to an All-East chorus at   
      the discretion of the Executive Board.  
 
 G.  There will be up to 5 alternates selected in each voice part for each of the three All-East  
       choruses. 
 
  1.  Students who are unwilling to be designated with an alternate status must indicate this  
       preference at the time of their audition registration.  
 
VIII.  Notification of Results 
 
 A.  Results will be provided to directors as quickly as possible. 
 
 B.  Student score summaries will be distributed by email or download; actual scorecards will   
       be delivered at the next scheduled ETVA activity. 
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 C.  All-East Chorus assignments will be available within five days after auditions. 
 
IX.  Director Responsibilities for Auditions 
 
 A.  Directors shall check-in prior to 8:15 a.m. and inform the Executive Secretary of any     
       unreported drops. 
 
 B.  All Directors with registered students will be assigned duty as either a vocal judge, a sight-       
       reading judge, an accompanist judge, a runner, a room monitor, or site chair. 
 
 C.  Executive Board members will be assigned to the tally room. 
 
 D.  All Directors will meet in a general meeting on Auditions day at 8:15 a.m.  During this  
       meeting the President will go over responsibilities and procedure for judging and clarify any        
       issues or questions regarding assigned duties. 
 
 E.  One judge in each audition room will be appointed chairperson, who will ensure that the    
       judges in his/her room understand the audition process and who will be responsible for  
      conducting the student’s initial entrance on each excerpt, or assigning another judge to conduct 
      the initial entrance. 
 
 F.  By	  registering	  students	  for	  All-‐East/All-‐State	  Auditions	  a	  director	  is	  making	  a	  commitment	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  to	  attend	  and	  help	  with	  the	  audition	  process	  (	  See	  II.	  Director	  Absence	  	  in	  	   	  	   	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Membership/General	  Information	  Policies).	  Even	  if	  all	  of	  the	  registered	  students	  from	  a	  	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  school	  drop	  prior	  to	  the	  audition	  day	  the	  director	  is	  still	  committed	  to	  attend	  and	  help	  with	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  the	  audition	  process	  unless	  excused	  by	  the	  Executive	  Board.	  
 
 
X. Judging Procedures for Assigned Audition Pieces 
 
 A.  When the auditioning student enters the room and the adjudication form is presented,         
        check to make sure there are no marks on the form other than the student’s I.D.#. 
 
 B.  Judges are not required to sign their names on the signature line. 
 
 C.  With a Number 2 Pencil, mark your JUDGES I.D. # (1,2,3,4, or 5) in the bottom left hand  
       column of the Student I.D. # block.  DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE SIGNATURE  
        LINE. 
 
 D.  The chairman directs the student’s entrance or appoints another judge to do so. 
 
 E.  The “false start” provision was removed by the ETVA membership. If a student fails to begin 
       singing on the first note when conducted in by the appointed judge, they should be encouraged 
       to just start singing as quickly as possible. The CD should NOT be restarted. 
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 F.  Each judge marks an adjudication form on lines A through E.  Make only one mark in each  
      category.  The five categories are on the MENC weighted scale and total 90 (see chart below).  
      The other 10 points will be added in the tally room from the sight-reading scores. 
 
 

Category Scale 
Line A = Pitch 25 
Line B = Tone 22 
Line C = Rhythm 20 
Line D = Diction 12 
Line E = Musicality 11 

 
  1.  The adjudication forms indicate general scoring ranges for poor, fair, good, excellent  
                  and superior to aid in deciding what mark to give a student. Judges should NOT mark    
       the same line for each category straight down the page. 
 
 G.  Judges are encouraged to write comments on the back of the adjudication form but should   
       adhere to the three (3) minute time limit. 
 
 H.  There shall be NO communication among the judges about a student’s audition. All    
       information about scores and score sheets should be kept confidential. 
 
XI.  Judging Procedures for Sight-Reading 
 
 A.  The auditioning student enters the room and presents their adjudication form. 
 
 B.  Judges are not required to sign their names on the signature line. 
 
 C.  The chairman tells each student which of three 8 measure exercises they are to read. 
 
 D.  In the sight-reading room students will be given the following instructions: Once the CD is  
      started you will hear the starting pitch, followed by the tonic chord of the exercise and then the 
      starting pitch again.  You will then have 45 seconds for silent or audible study of the exercise. 
      Following the 45-second study period you will once again hear the starting pitch, the tonic chord, 
      and the starting pitch.  You will then have 45 seconds to sing the exercise using either  solfege, 
      numbers, or a neutral syllable at whatever tempo you want.  If, before completing the exercise 
      you stop singing, you may restart one time and re-sing the exercise in its entirety but it must be 
     done within the initial 45-second time frame. 
 
 E.  The chairman begins the CD player. 
 
 F.  The Melodic judge marks an adjudication form on line A using the following scoring guide. 
 

Melodic Accuracy 
The student performs all pitches/notes accurately  10 points 
The student performs all but 1 or 2 pitches/notes accurately 8 points 
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The student performs all but 3 or 4 pitches/notes accurately 6 points 
The student performs a number of inaccurate pitches/notes  4 points 
The student performs few pitches/notes accurately  2 points 
The student performs no pitches accurately  1 points 

 
 G.  The Rhythmic judge marks and adjudication form on line A using the following scoring guide. 
 

Rhythmic Accuracy 
The student performs all rhythms accurately 10 points 
The student performs nearly accurate rhythms with minimal 
amount of imprecision 

8 points 

The student performs with a consistent tempo and 
recognizable meter throughout, but with short continuous 
sections of imprecise rhythms 

6 points 

The student performs with both recognizable and 
unrecognizable meter with imprecise rhythms 

4 points 

The student performs with unrecognizable meter as a result 
of imprecise rhythm 

2 points 

The student performs no rhythms accurately 1 points 
 
 H.  Judges are encouraged to write comments on the back of the adjudication form but should   
       adhere to the time limit. 
 
 I.  There shall be NO communication among the judges about a student’s audition. All     
       information about scores and score sheets should be kept confidential. 
 
XII.  Judging Procedures for Accompanists 
 
 A.  All directors who are judging accompanist auditions should have a copy of both audition  
       pieces in advance and be familiar enough with the pieces to direct them. 
 
 B.  Select the starting and stopping points in the pieces to be played from open score and have  
       them announced before the auditions begin. The first student auditioning should be given some 
       time to warm up and look at the open score selections since those who audition later will have 
       had this opportunity. 
 
 C.  Provide an accurately operating metronome and use the metronome on all pieces for each   
       student. 
 
 D.  Give the student the tempo for each of the audition selections. 
 
 E.  A different judge may be used as conductor for each audition piece to see if the students can  
       follow different conducting styles and to give each judge a chance to observe technique. 
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 F.  Select up to two accompanists for the All-East Tennessee Mixed Chorus, two for the All-East 
      Tennessee Women’s Chorus, and two for the All-East Tennessee Men’s Chorus, provided that 
      there is a sufficient talent pool to provide six accompanists. 
 
 G.  Judges should consider the students’ scores in determining who should be accompanists for the 
       two groups. (Example: if there are only three really strong accompanists auditioning, it would 
       be wise to assign one of them to each chorus, and the next three as second choice for each  
       group. The selections to be played may also dictate using a judgment-call in this matter.) 
 
 
 
XIII.  Voice Section Runner Duties 
 
 A.  Inform the warm-up room when students are needed for auditioning (in groups of five).  
  
 B.  Check the identity of each student against the audition roster and labels with the student I.D. # 
       and time. 
 
 C.  With a Number 2 pencil, have each student mark five (5) adjudication forms with their student 
       four digit Student I.D. #.  Write one (1) number in each block and make a corresponding mark 
       in each column. 
 
 D.  Follow the order on the audition schedule. 
 
 E.  Remind students that they must do both the vocal and sight-reading portions of the audition  
       process. Following their vocal audition, initial the student’s Audition Attendance Card and   
       direct them to their sight-reading room. 
 
 F.  Take a student with his/her adjudication forms into the audition room and give the forms to the 
       chairman. 
 
 G.  Collect adjudication forms from the chairman; check that there are five scorecards and place   
       them in the supplied paper bag and attach the student’s I.D. # label to the top of the bag. 
 
 H.  Take the envelopes with completed forms to the tally room. 
 
 I. Keep students and directors away from the door while others are auditioning. 
 
XIV.  Sight-Reading Runner Duties 
  
 A.  Check the identity of each student against the audition roster and labels with the student I.D. #s. 
 
 B.  With a Number 2 pencil, have each student mark two (2) adjudication forms with their student 
       four digit Student I.D. #.  Write one (1) number in each block and make a corresponding mark 
       in each column. This year students will have two different ID #s for sight-reading (Red ID # & 
      Green ID #).  Be sure that one of the student’s cards has the Red ID #, Melodic Judge, and that 
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      the other card has the Green ID # for the rhythmic judge. One of the College runners should  
       take the score cards to the judges being careful that each judge receives the correct number for 
       the sight-reading element they are judging. 
 
 C.  Collect adjudication forms from the judges; check that there are two scorecards and place them 
       in the supplied paper bag and attach the student’s I.D. # label to the top of the bag. 
 
 D.  Collect and initial the student’s Audition Attendance Card.  This will be placed in the envelope 
       along with their score cards. 
 
 E.  Take the envelopes with completed forms to the tally room. 
 
 F.  Keep students and directors away from the door while others are auditioning. 
 
XV.  Warm-up Room Duties 
 
 A.  After completing Teacher Check-in report to the Warm-up room and begin seating students   
        into Vocal Audition Room assignment in audition time order.  You will need to continue this 
        process as the auditions continue. 
 
 B.  Check that each student has a filled-out Audition Attendance Card.  They will have these cards 
       initialed by the respective Chair of the Vocal Section Runners and the Sight-reading Section  
       Runners.  The cards will be collected by the respective Chair of the Sight-reading Runners. 
 
 C.  Announce the names of the people to be auditioned as the runners request them and check off 
       their name on the master audition list as well as indicating the time they were called once they 
       report to the runner.  This is very important so that if questions arise regarding a student’s  
       missing their time, the Executive Board will have as much information as possible in deciding 
       the student’s case. 
 
 D.  As soon as Teacher Check-in has been completed, the names of any students who have  
       dropped will be given to you.  Inform the Audition Room Runners of these drops when they  
       come to pick-up students for their respective audition room. 
 
 E.  Deliver the following general information to all auditioning students: 
 
  1.  Exhibit proper behavior. 
 
  2.  Take care of facilities. 
 
   a.  Do not bring food or drinks into the auditorium. 
 
   b.  Put all trash in containers. 
 
   c.  Leave the auditorium as you found it. 
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   d.  NO SMOKING! 
 
  3.  Do not bring personal stereo equipment into the auditorium or other audition areas. 
 
  4.  If you leave the warm-up area prior to your audition, leave your Audition Attendance  
                  Card at the student check-in table.  Upon reentering the warm-up room you should  
                  reclaim your card from the check-in table. 
 
 F.  Announce and give to students the selected audition measures. 
 
 G.  Remind students that they must do both the vocal and sight-reading portions of the audition  
       process. 
 
 H.  Announce that when students have finished their vocal audition and sight-reading audition,  
       they are free to leave. 
 
 I.   Be responsible for vocal warm-up and periodically playing the CDs of both audition pieces in 
      their entirety and the Sight-reading CD which contains the Sight-reading instructions. 
 
 J.  Play the CDs during the lunch break. 
 
XVI.  Student Check-in/Greeter Duties 
 
 A.  The Check-in greeters are responsible for being in place by 7:30 AM on auditions day. They  
       will have a list of the students registered for each school and a list of the audition order in each 
       room. 
 
 B.  The primary task of the check-in people is to provide a centralized point of information for all 
       persons entering the auditions. They should direct students into the warm-up room and  
       directors to the general meeting area. 
 
 C.  As students check-in give them an Audition Attendance Card on which the Greeter indicates  
       the time of check-in an initials the Attendance Verified Line.  The student fills in their name,    
       school, and voice part (this should be done in the warm-up room). 
 
 D.  If students leave the warm-up area prior to their audition, collect their Audition Attendance  
       Card at the student check-in table.  Upon reentering the warm-up room you should return the  
       card to the student. 
 
 E.  Throughout the audition day report the no shows and/or dropped students to the Warm-up  
       room.  At the end of the audition day a list of all drops and no shows should be given to the  
       Executive Secretary. 
 
 F.  At least one person should remain at the check-in site at all times to answer questions and give 
      directions. 
	  


